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As always, feel free to forward this eNews to your members; it is going to be published on the 
eNews page at http://www.britishorienteering.org.uk/page/enews on Monday so if you would 
rather send them a link please feel free to do so. 

Most of the following items will be of interest to clubs and club officials; I suspect not much of it will 
be of interest to the wider membership. 

National Office – Scholes Mill 

Life in the new office has settled down, IT and phones are all working ok now and we finally had the 
heating connected last week. Not that it’s been particularly cold as we’re in the attic and fairly well 
heated from the 3 floors below. 

The building is an old mill as the name suggests and backs onto a small wood with several mill ponds. 
Feel free to call in if you are passing on the road from Alfreton to Matlock. 

Workloads 

After the break many of us are suffering from an overload of emails so apologies if you are waiting 
on responses. 

We all have significant workloads and I’ll be reiterating to staff the need to acknowledge receipt of 
emails even if there is a need to delay a fuller response. Our administration support, Cerianne and 
Scott are excellent at doing this as far as I am aware but I’ll be reminding the rest of the staff, 
including myself, for the need to be seen to be responsive. 

It was obvious at a recent senior management meeting that Jennie as Marketing Manager, has a 
massive work schedule for January and consequently may be slow in responding. Jannette, our 

http://www.britishorienteering.org.uk/page/enews


Accounts Manager, also has an exceptional workload with the yearend audit commencing and the 
preparation for it in full swing. 

That’s not to say others have time on their hands of course! 

Land Access – “Indemnifying” a land owner 

Clubs are finding that some landowners are including indemnity clauses in their access 
agreements.  These are in addition to a statement confirming that we have public liability 
insurance.  Here’s a typical one: 

“You will indemnify the County Council for the sum of £5,000,000 against all actions, claims, costs, 
expenses or proceedings whatsoever, which may arise out of your authorised use of the area.” 

It’s quite daunting for a person to sign up to such a statement even on behalf of a club. 

We’ve now had quite a few queries from clubs about whether it is safe to sign an agreement when it 
has such a clause. 

In response, the Civil Liability policy does have an Indemnity to Principal clause within it that will 
indemnify the County Council in the example above if they are brought into an action as a result 
of British Orienteering's negligence. In this instance associated legal costs should be met by 
the Insurance as part of the claim. 

However if the County Council are sued and it has no bearing on British Orienteering for instance 
there is a dangerous wall on the land, then the claim would not be submitted under our policy. In 
this context of course ‘British Orienteering’ or one of its agents, the club, member, event organiser, 
etc – provided they are a members and have followed our rules, regulations and guidance. 

So it is not appropriate to sign it if it is a simple clause such as above but you will be ok signing a 
clause if it relates the indemnity to neglect; for example: 

“You will indemnify the County Council for the sum of £5,000,000 against all actions, claims, costs, 
expenses or proceedings arising from British Orienteering or its agent’s negligence, which may arise 
out of your authorised use of the area.” 

You can try to get the land owner to modify their clause to a statement such as that above but may 
find they are reluctant to do so in which case we would advise you not to sign the agreement. 

OS Maps and the web 

There’s been quite a lot of questions about publishing OS based orienteering maps (including POCs) 
on web sites. 

In essence it is likely that one of the following scenarios fits your clubs situation: 

a) The map is owned by the club or one of the club’s mappers and is based on OS maps or the 
OS National Grid, it should include the British Orienteering OS licence and statement 

b) The map is owned by the club or one of the club’s mappers and is not based on OS mapping 
in any way now or in the past 



c) The map is owned by another organisation and has no reference to British Orienteering or 
our OS Licence 

No maps bearing the British Orienteering OS Licence may be published on a web site unless the club 
or organisation publishing the map has a separate licence agreement with OS. 

Our OS Licence is for printed copy only and we must be able to provide numbers of maps printed. If 
the map is not used it is deemed not to count towards the numbers we declare. 

To put in place a licence that would cover web publishing for our clubs would cost in the region of 
£4,000 per year. 

OS OpenData does not meet our needs in respect of publishing orienteering maps and does not alter 
the situation in any way. 

In the case of POCs (Permanent Orienteering Courses) it would be feasible for us to establish a portal 
to our web site that enables clubs to upload their POC maps. We could then promote those POCs on 
behalf of the club, enabling users to select a POC. A pdf version of a map could then be delivered by 
email to the user with an appropriate warning about the user making multiple copies of the map. 
The user could be charged a fee if the club wanted, a charge we would return to the club on a 
regular basis. Such a system would enable clubs if they wished to provide POC maps to the public 
whilst staying within the terms of our OS Licence. We would collate the number of maps emailed to 
members and enter these as a part of our OS Licence return. This whole process would be 
automated. 

If a number of clubs are interested let us know and we’ll look into this option further. 

Just to summarise, you are allowed to produce printed copies of maps under our OS Licence 
provided you submit the number of maps to us and include the appropriate declaration and Licence 
details on them. You cannot publish OS based maps on a web site under the licence and will be 
putting the club at risk of copyright infringement if you do so. 

Insurance – again! 

There has been a number of queries into the office asking where the insurance documents are on 
the web site, I can confirm they are here. There has also been several news items about insurance 
including one published recently. 

To put all of our Scottish Clubs and members minds at rest the ‘Proof of Insurance’ statement 
published on the web site appears to list all of the Associations except for the SOA; this is correct. 

SOA itself has a ‘Combined Liability’ policy with Hiscox through Perkins Slade that will cover SOA (not 
its members or clubs) for Public Liability, Professional Indemnity, Directors & Officers and Employers 
Liability cover. 

British Orienteering has a similar policy with the same insurers and brokers that provides similar 
cover for all clubs and members across the UK (inc Scotland) and for associations other than SOA 
and BSOA who each take out their own cover. 

So, all clubs and members are covered by the British Orienteering insurance policy including those in 
Scotland. 

http://www.britishorienteering.org.uk/page/rules


It’s also worth reiterating the position regarding insurance cover for organisers, planners and 
controllers. The insurers require us to move to a position where all of these event officials have 
received event safety training. The insurers understand that this cannot happen overnight and have 
given us leeway to bring in the training. This has been ongoing for a number of years and we now do 
expect all organisers, planners and controllers to have taken part in the Event Safety Training. If 
there are exceptional circumstance whereby you want to use an official that has not taken the 
training please let us know and we’ll see if we can work with the person to address the issue. 

Data Protection 

Clubs membership secretaries and club secretaries have access to current, up to date membership 
lists via the web site. If a member indicates they do not wish their data to be shared then the club 
will only see the name of the member and not the other personal information, phone, email, etc. 

In addition to the membership lists generated by the web system, clubs are able to keep their own 
databases of additional personal information but may be required to register with the ICO 
(Information Commissioner’s Office). The people whose data is contained within these databases or 
lists must have agreed to pass their data to you and must also have agreed to any uses that may be 
made of that data. A simple postal mailing list can be kept without any such agreement but can only 
contain name and postal address. Clubs can keep a copy of the list generated through the British 
Orienteering membership database as it is registered with the ICO but must store it securely and can 
only use it for the purposes we have registered it for. In essence we register to be a membership 
organisation, managing membership lists to be used for event entries and results and ‘genuine’ 
orienteering purposes. 

Clubs cannot circulate or publish a list of members, other than name and postal address, to other 
club members without having received permission from each member. Clubs even if they are not-for 
profit organisations must follow data protection rules about the storage and use of personal data. 

I know this all sounds ridiculous, they are your members after all, but it is the law – not British 
Orienteering rules! The advice to British Orienteering is that the storage and use of data must be 
treated seriously by ourselves and our clubs and that several prosecutions have taken place involving 
national governing bodies and clubs in other sports. 

On my list of tasks is to produce a document for clubs explaining the implication of the various laws 
impacting on the handling and storage of data. 

World Ranking Events 

Only of interest to any clubs considering hosting a WRE. 

The IOF has recently introduced the use of ‘Eventor’ an entry system. It is to be used for all IOF 
events (including WOC 2015 and our WRE staged in 2015). In response to a query the IOF response 
stated: 

“Yes, all World Ranking Events must allow M&W21E to enter via IOF Eventor. Other classes should 
use another entry system, as all athletes entering via IOF Eventor need a user account first. 



If you also use another system for WRE entries (in addition to IOF Eventor), you will have to import 
the M/W21E entries to Eventor after entry deadline. This will make it an awful lot easier for you to 
import the results in Eventor, because then all athletes automatically have an IOF ID.” 

I think this means: 

 You can use Eventor for the MW21E courses of a WRE if you want and this will ensure the 
athletes have validated entries, or 

 You can use any other entry system but then have to upload/import the athletes entering 
the WRE courses into Eventor. 

Both processes will add slightly to the work involved in staging a WRE. 

Focus 

We’ve had an interesting communication from a member asking about having member letters 
published. We agree we haven’t done this before but only because the matter hasn’t, to the best of 
my knowledge, cropped up. We certainly have no policy about this matter. 

Our email correspondent says: 

“… I have a suggestion. There may be some other way to have a public debate about the issues 
which come up in Orienteering as in any other organisation. But the only ones I know of are the 
Nopesport forums and they are rather ‘under the counter’, meaning no-one has to respond officially 
or actually do anything. …. Please let’s have a letters’ page in the next few Focuses, and let’s see if 
anybody else writes in with anything interesting.” 

Everyone I’ve spoken to about this have agreed that we don’t want an organisation that isn’t open 
and responsive, and we’ll be looking to address this in the future. 


